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Social care workforce and COVID-19 vaccination across EU countries + UK  14.01.2021 

All countries across Europe have launched or are launching their COVID-19 vaccination programmes. Vaccine doses are limited at this point, and countries 

have defined priority groups for vaccination, including those persons most at risk of infection and mortality. As frontline social care workers are at increased 

risk of exposure to Covid-19 and of transmitting an infection to vulnerable service users, they are commonly considered a priority.1 Below you find some 

details on the prioritisation decisions of countries and the staff categories concerned.  

  

 

1 See also the European Commission’s Communication on preparedness for COVID-19 vaccination strategies and vaccine deployment (15 October 2020), and the European Centre for Disease 

Prevention and Control’s (ECDC) technical report on the COVID-19 vaccination and prioritisation strategies in the EU/EEA (22 December 2020).  
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https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/COVID-19-vaccination-and-prioritisation-strategies.pdf
https://easpd.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=47548462519f84ab547c39ce9&id=ec77fe2305&e=a71e54deba
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In 25 countries out of 28, certain social care staff are considered in the very first phase of the vaccination plan. All the countries prioritise residential care 

workers, mostly not specifying the type of care service provided (e.g., whether it is elderly care or care for persons with disabilities, etc.). Only five countries 

specifically identify homecare services, four identify care for persons with disabilities, and one country refers to care for homeless persons and for refugees. 

The compilation below takes a closer look at the prioritisation schemes of countries concerning the staff in social care services. It is based on the websites of 

national authorities and also includes information from the LTCcovid report “Long-Term Care and COVID-19 vaccination, prioritization and data”.  

Country Staff Prioritisation  

Austria Phase 1 includes staff in care and nursing homes, and staff in the healthcare sector with high risk of exposure.  

Phase 2 includes people with existing illnesses and their close contacts (especially of those living in residential care settings), 

and home care workers. 

Full strategy (in German). 

Belgium Phase 1a targets residential care centres (residents and staff), followed by other care institutions, and care professionals (e.g., 

frontline workers in hospitals). 

Vaccination rollout strategy available in Dutch. 

Bulgaria National vaccination plan foresees:  

Phase I: Medical staff of outpatient and inpatient facilities 

Phase II: Users and staff of social institutions, e.g., residential care  

Croatia According to the Ministry of Health, the first stage of vaccination implementation includes risk and priority groups in 

collectives, such as workers in healthcare, users and staff in accommodation services in the social welfare system. View the 

strategy in Croatian here.  

Cyprus In the first half of 2021, the received vaccines will be distributed according to the vaccination program to frontline health care 

professionals, as well as to residents and employees of nursing homes. 

Czech Republic The Ministry of Health defines: In the first half of January, paramedics, employees, and clients of nursing homes are 

vaccinated, followed by residents over the age of 80 in the second half of January (by application).  

Denmark The Danish Health Authority priorities frontline personnel in the healthcare and elderly care sectors and staff in the social 

sector with close citizen or patient contact who are at increased risk of infection and perform critical functions. 

Estonia Priority is given to healthcare professionals, nursing home staff and residents.  

Notice from the Ministry of Social Affairs  

Finland The Finnish institute for health and welfare "THL" recommends that first in line for vaccination should be: 

https://ltccovid.org/2021/01/11/new-international-living-report-long-term-care-and-covid-19-vaccination-prioritization-and-data/
https://www.sozialministerium.at/Corona-Schutzimpfung/Corona-Schutzimpfung---Fachinformationen.html
https://d34j62pglfm3rr.cloudfront.net/downloads/Note_TF_Strategy_Vaccination_NL_0312_post_press.pdf
https://www.infoz.bg/doc/natsionalen-plan-vaksinirane-covid-19-bulgaria.pdf
https://vlada.gov.hr/UserDocsImages/2016/Sjednice/2020/Prosinac/32%20sjednica%20VRH/Prijedlog%20plana%20uvo%C4%91enja,%20provo%C4%91enja%20i%20pra%C4%87enja%20cijepljenja%20protiv%20bolesti%20COVID-19%20u%20Republici%20Hrvatskoj.pdf
https://www.dw.com/el/%CE%AC%CF%81%CF%87%CE%B9%CF%83%CE%B1%CE%BD-%CE%BA%CE%B1%CE%B9-%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%BD-%CE%BA%CF%8D%CF%80%CF%81%CE%BF-%CE%BF%CE%B9-%CE%B5%CE%BC%CE%B2%CE%BF%CE%BB%CE%B9%CE%B1%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%BF%CE%AF/a-56068762
https://koronavirus.mzcr.cz/ockovani-proti-covid-19/
https://www.sst.dk/en/English/Corona-eng/Vaccination-against-COVID-19/Target-groups
https://www.terviseamet.ee/et/uudised/covid-19-blogi-3-jaanuar-oopaevaga-lisandus-342-positiivset-testi
https://thl.fi/en/web/infectious-diseases-and-vaccinations/what-s-new/coronavirus-covid-19-latest-updates/transmission-and-protection-coronavirus/vaccines-and-coronavirus/vaccination-order-and-at-risk-groups-for-covid-19
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• Social and health care personnel who examine or directly treat and care for patients with confirmed or suspected 
COVID-19 disease or who provide other kinds of urgent care, 

• workers and residents in residential services and nursing homes for the elderly. 

France In the first phase, scheduled for January and February, people concerned are: 

• Professionals working in residential settings for older persons and presenting a high risk (age over 50, pathologies), 

• All health professionals, and home care workers who are over 50 and/or suffer from co-morbidities, 

• Staff working in residential care settings for persons with disabilities who are aged 50 and over and/or suffer from co-

morbidity factors. 

Presentation on the Health Ministry website. 

Germany Highest priority: 

• People who work in residential care facilities for the elderly and other persons in need of care 

•  Staff in home care services 

High priority: 

• Close contact persons of someone over 70 in need of care and for people with trisomy 21, for people with dementia 

or intellectual disabilities and for people who have had an organ transplant, 

• People who work in inpatient facilities for persons with intellectual disabilities, 

• People who live or work in refugee and homeless facilities 

The rollout plan is linked here in German. 

Greece Vaccination prioritization plan for population groups includes 

Group 1: 

• Health and social services staff 

• Residents and staff of nursing homes 

• Residents, patients, and staff of care structures for the chronically ill and rehabilitation centers 

• Priority staff for critical functions of the Government 

Hungary  The National Public Health Centre prioritises, among others:  

1. Health care professionals  

2. Residents and staff in care homes 

Ireland Priority for those 65+ who live in long-term care facilities, and those who work in them.  

https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/grands-dossiers/la-vaccination-contre-la-covid-19/article/la-strategie-vaccinale
https://www.zusammengegencorona.de/impfen/zugangs-und-verteilungsfragen/#faqitem=931c87a2-7ade-5658-86f1-8643df38b888
https://emvolio.gov.gr/sites/default/files/ethniko_epiheirisiako_shedio_emvoliasmon_kata_toy_covid-19_v6.1_1.pdf?t=1
https://www.nnk.gov.hu/index.php/koronavirus-tajekoztato/932-a-covid-19-vedooltasra-jelentkezesi-hely-az-egeszsegugyi-es-egeszsegugyben-dolgozok-szamara?fbclid
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Ireland’s Vaccination Allocation Scheme can be found here. 

Italy The priority groups include front-line health and LTC personnel. 

Italian strategic plan for vaccination against Covid-19. 

Latvia In the first phase, the vaccine will be provided to medical staff - including medical support staff and people in direct contact 

with Covid-19 patients, and Emergency Medical Service staff. 

In the second stage (from February and March 2021) it is planned to vaccinate clients and employees of long-term social care 

centres. More information on the Latvian Center for Disease Prevention and Control website.  

Lithuania Medical staff working in health care facilities will be vaccinated first. In the second phase, the vaccines will be given to staff 

and patients in treatment facilities providing supportive care and nursing care. These groups should be vaccinated during the 

first quarter of the year. 

Luxemburg In a first phase, healthcare professionals and staff working in hospitals and retirement homes are given priority. 

The prioritization of other categories of people will be decided at a later point in time, depending on the availability of 

additional vaccine doses. Information from the Government on the vaccination strategy is available here.  

Malta Among priority groups to receive the vaccine in January are: 

1. Staff and residents in homes for the elderly and mental hospital patients,  

2. healthcare workers in private and public hospitals, 

The second round in February prioritises all other frontline workers. The vaccination rollout plan can be found on this site. 

The Netherlands Prioritised social care groups are: 

1. Employees in nursing homes and in small-scale housing facilities  

2. Employees in care for persons with disabilities  

3. District nursing employees (incl. home care) and social support employees  

A flow chart based on the official vaccination strategy is available here.  

Poland According to the National Vaccination Program, Phase 0 includes: healthcare sector employees (including individual practice), 

employees of nursing homes and employees of municipal welfare centers, social, supporting and administrative staff in 

medical facilities. 

Portugal Residents and workers in nursing and care homes, health and essential services professionals (armed forces, security forces 

and critical services), and people over 50 with associated pathologies. 

More information on the Government’s vaccination plan here. 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/
http://www.salute.gov.it/imgs/C_17_pubblicazioni_2986_allegato.pdf
https://www.spkc.gov.lv/lv/jaunums/gatavs-detalizets-plans-vakcinacijai-pret-covid-19-latvija
https://koronastop.lrv.lt/lt/duk/skiepai-nuo-covid-19
https://covid19.public.lu/de/impfung.html
https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/healthcare-workers-over-85s-to-receive-covid-19-vaccine-in-early.837314
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/documenten/publicaties/2021/01/04/vaccinatiestrategie-flowchart
https://www.gov.pl/web/szczepimysie/narodowy-program-szczepien-przeciw-covid-19
https://www.sns.gov.pt/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/PlanoVacinacaoCovid_19.pdf
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Romania The prioritised category is medical and social staff (ongoing) - including home care workers (being public or private). On 

January 15, vaccination for high-risk populations will begin.   

More information on the Government’s Vaccination plan. 

Slovakia Among the priority groups for vaccination implementation are: 

1. Healthcare professionals 

2. Employees in elderly homes, social workers, employees of organisations who are involved in the treatment of 

patients with COVID - 19 and in the provision of vaccination 

Slovenia According to the vaccination plan of the Health Ministry, residents and employees of care homes and healthcare workers are 

to be vaccinated in phase 1. 

Spain  The first phase includes: 

1. Residents and health and social care personnel in care homes for older people and people with disabilities, 

2. Front-line health personnel, 

3. Other health and social care personnel, 

Last update of document setting out priorities. 

Sweden The Swedish Public Health Agency (FHM) foresees: 

First phase in January: nursing home workers. 

Second phase in February: Social care and health care staff in close contact with patients. 

United Kingdom Priority Groups are primarily based on age, among them are: 

1. Residents in a care homes for older persons and their care workers. 

2. All those 80 years of age and over; and frontline health and social care workers.  

The Government’s Guidance on “COVID-19 vaccination: guide for older adults” can be found here. 

 

https://vaccinare-covid.gov.ro/
https://www.health.gov.sk/Zdroje?/Sources/tlacove_spravy/covid-19/Strategia-ockovania-COVID-19.pdf.
https://www.gov.si/teme/koronavirus-sars-cov-2/cepljenje-proti-covid-19/
https://www.mscbs.gob.es/gabinetePrensa/notaPrensa/pdf/24.11241120144431769.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-guide-for-older-adults/covid-19-vaccination-guide-for-older-adults

